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relics should be transferred to some other place; * and
secretly signified to his nephew, who was standing by,
c By some means or other, let this be done/ That
individual, whose name was Wasuladatto, understanding
his uncle's intention, hastening to the relic apartment,
swallowed the relic casket; and, repairing to the foot of
Mount Meru and by his supernatural powers extending
his own dimensions, to three hundred yojanas broad,
coiling himself up, remained there. This preternaturally
gifted Naga, spreading out thousands of hoods, and
retaining his coiled-up position, emitted smoke and
lightning; and calling forth thousands of snakes similar
to himself, and encircling himself with them, remained
coiled there. On this occasion numerous dewos and nagas
assembled at this place, saying,' Let us witness the contest
between these twfo parties, the snakes and the thero/

et The uncle, satisfying himself that the relics had been
removed by his nephew, thus replied to the thero, ' the
relics are not in my possession/ The said thero revealing
to the Naga Raja the travels of these relics from the com-
mencement to their arrival in the Land of Nagas, said,
* Give up those relics to me/ The ophite king, in order
that he might indicate to the thero that he must search
elsewhere, escorting and conducting him to the relic
apartment, proved that point to him. The priest, be-
holding the chetiyo and the chetiyo apartments, both
exquisitely constructed, and superbly ornamented in
various ways, with every description of treasure, ex-
claimed, ' All the accumulated treasures in Lanka would
fall short of the value of the last step of the stair of this
apartment; who shall describe the rest/ The Niga
king, forgetting his previous declaration, that the relics
were not there, retorted, * Priest, the removal of a relic
from a place where it is preserved in so perfect a manner,
to a place inferior in the means of doing honour to it,